
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Origin 
Florida: a hybrid between Robinson (clementine X Orlando 
tangelo) and Osceola made by PC Reece in 1961.  
Introduced to Australia as seed in 1979. 
 
Type 
Easy peel. 
  
Market 
Fresh, domestic with some export. 
  
Marketing season (estimated) 

Brix:Acid reached 7:1 in mid June in the Riverland. 
 
Internal quality 
Sunburst is a high acid variety and needs to be grown 
under warm to hot conditions to achieve good flavour.  
Fruit has a soft skin of approximately 4 mm thickness.  
Fruit are easily peeled.  Segments readily separate with 
segment walls rather tough and fibrous.  Juice content 
varies from 36 to 45%, averaging 42%.  The peeled fruit 
has a very attractive flesh colour, with slightly open 
centres and a moderate number of seeds (5/fruit) in 
mixed plantings and less seeds in uniform blocks. 

 
External quality 
A medium sized rather flattish fruit, with a distinctive and 
very attractive red orange appearance, with less red on 
sections of the skin exposed to strong sunlight.  Many fruit 
have distinctive radial grooves on the “shoulders” of fruit 
near the stem end.  In northern areas, it develops good 
external colour earlier in the season than any other 
current variety. 
  
Postharvest performance 
Fruit must be clipped from the tree.  Pack-outs and fruit 
size can show large variation.  
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Field performance 
The variety has a strong tendency to alternate bearing, 
which can be partly overcome with fruit thinning in heavy 
years.  Trees are vigorous and relatively upright in growth 
habit.  Rootstock choice depends on soil conditions, and 
fruit yield/quality requirements.  Fruit become puffy if left 
on the tree for too long, or effected by rain during 
harvest.  
 
Pest and disease 
The variety is susceptible to Emperor Brown Spot 
(Alternaria).  No other specific pest and disease problems 
have been noted to this point (January 2002). 
 
Extent of plantings 
Commercial: Approximately 30,000 most of which are 

young trees. 
 
 Research: Research agency arboreta.  Ploidy/density 

experiment, Emerald Qld. 
 
 
State of knowledge 

 
Sunburst is an important variety in Florida, and is likely to 
become increasingly important Australia.  Its high acid 
content and early external colour development make it 
particularly suited to warmer production areas.  

very
limited

very
high

Last Revised:  January 2002 Growers should ensure that trees are 
propagated from Approved Budwood 
obtained from AusCitrus. 

Disclaimer: 
Information contained in this publication is provided as general 
advice only. For application to specific circumstances, 
professional advice should be sought. 
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