
 
 

 
 
 
 

Origin 
Florida, USA: a Minneola X Clementine hybrid (1942) 
developed by the USDA and released in 1963.  Imported 
into Australia as seed by QDPI in 1979. 
  
Type 
Early to mid-season mandarin, seedy. 
  
Market 
Fresh, domestic and some export.  Only limited quantities 
available for marketing. 
  
Marketing season (estimated) 

 
 
Internal quality 
This is one of the best-flavoured mandarins, with good 
sugar levels and sugar-acid balance.  Juice content is high.  
Seed number varies from near seedless to upwards of 25 
per fruit depending on neighbouring varieties of citrus.   

 
External quality 
The fruit is small to medium in size and almost round in 
shape.  It is moderately difficult to peel.  A large amount 
of rind oil is released during peeling, and some find the 
smell of this unpleasant.  Small fruit size can be a major 
problem with this variety. 
  
Postharvest performance 
Fruit can be hand ‘snapped’ from the tree for much of the 
season, although most commercial fruit is clipped.  The 
fruit can be stored on the tree for a considerable time 
without significant deterioration.  Similarly it stores well 
after harvest.  
 
Field performance 
The tree is moderately vigorous with an upright growth 
habit.  The variety requires considerable fruit thinning in 
most seasons, although light crops have been  
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encountered.  Limited information is available on 
rootstocks, although both Cleopatra and Troyer have given 
satisfactory results.  

 
 

Pest and disease 
The variety is susceptible to Emperor Brown Spot 
(Alternaria). Tree decline is common in this variety.  
Circumstantial evidence suggests that this variety is one 
of the most sensitive mandarins to tristeza problems.  
Declining trees can recover with improved management 
and care in preventing overcropping. 
 
Extent of plantings 
Commercial: Limited commercial interest, many 

plantings removed. 
 
 Research: Research agency arboreta 
 
 
State of knowledge 

 
In-store promotions with this variety have been 
particularly successful in increasing sales (presumably 
because of good flavour) however it is unlikely that the 
variety will ever be of major significance commercially.  
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Disclaimer: 
Information contained in this publication is provided as general 
advice only. For application to specific circumstances, 
professional advice should be sought. 
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