
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Origin 
Discovered as a limb mutation of Washington navel in 
Castellon Province, Spain in 1948. Navelate was imported 
into Australia and released from plant quarantine in 1988. 
 
Type 
Navel orange, seedless, mid-late season. 
 
Market 
Fresh fruit potential, domestic and export markets. 
 
Marketing season (estimated) 

 
 
Internal quality 
Navelate matures after Washington navel but before Lane 
Late navel. Fruit has internal quality similar to Washington 
navel and generally superior to Lane Late.  
 
External quality 
Fruit shape is often oval or oblong in young trees. Fruit 
has fine rind texture and thin skin, making it difficult to 
peel. Fruit size is small compared to Washington navel. 
Fruit have a small, concealed navel.  
 
Postharvest performance 
Storage performance and response to ethylene degreening 
to be determined. 
 
Field performance 
Navelate has displayed consistent cropping in mature 
trees in southern Australia, but early trial yields at 
Dareton were low. Young trees (1-6 years old) are thorny 
but older trees appear to lose this characteristic. Fruit are 
susceptible to wind blemish. Bearing trees are particularly 
prone to fruit drop during late winter. Late holding of fruit 
requires treatment with gibberellic acid to maintain rind 
quality and ‘stop-drop’ spray(s) to prevent fruit drop. 
 
Pest and disease 
No specific pest and disease problems have been noted to 
this point. 
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Extent of plantings 
Limited to research experiments and small commercial 
plantings. Navelate is a minor variety is Australia and 
accounts for only ten percent of navel plantings in Spain. 
 
State of knowledge 
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Growers should ensure that trees are 
propagated from Premium Budwood 
obtained from Auscitrus. 

Last Revised:  July 2002 

Disclaimer: 
Information contained in this publication is provided as general advice only.  
For application to specific circumstances, professional advice should be sought. 
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